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UM Event - Focus The Nation

Opening
Hi everyone. Max here. I think it's great that all of you are
getting together at the University of Montana to discuss
global warming. It's a big issue facing our country and our
world. It's great that young people like yourselves are
getting together. I wish I could be there with all of you to
hear what you all have to say.
Global warming is a major issue that we're facing and it's
not going away. We need to find solutions not only on a
national level but also on a local level. And that's why it's
really important for all of you to take an active role and get
involved. I commend Len Broberg, the head of your
Environmental Studies Program for spearheading this
event. Len, this is a great idea. Getting folks together,
sitting down, talking, that's the best way to get ideas
flowing and to find solutions. Keep up the good work.
What The Senate Is Doing
In the Senate, I'm a senior member of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee. Last year, I
worked with Senators John Warner and Joe Lieberman on
legislation that will address climate change. I inserted
several provisions that will not only help stop global
warming but will also help Montana as well.
One provision would establish a new wildfire fighting trust
account which would set aside $1.1 billion every year to
fight fires as a result of climate change.
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This would really help cash-strapped agencies struggle
every year to meet the growing demands for fire
suppression across the West. I also included incentives for:
* the coal industry to develop and use carbon capture
and sequestration technology,
* opportunities for Montana farmers to create carbon
offsets through activities like no-till farming,
* and protection from rising energy prices for
Montana's rural electric cooperatives.
These are just a few of the provisions I've helped get in the
bill but they'll help combat global warming and create
more good-paying jobs at home.
I believe very deeply that we all have a basic duty to leave
this world to our children in better shape than we found it.
America's Climate Security Act, which has passed the
committee and will now be considered by the full Senate,
will make the U.S. a leader both in fighting global warming
and developing the technologies that will drive the next
industrial revolution. The bill would reduce U.S. emissions
70% below 2005 levels by 2050. This bill is a step in the
right direction and I'm committed to working together with
my colleagues to get it passed and signed into law.
What You Can Do - The Challenge
That's what we're doing at the national level. On the local
level and in our everyday lives we can all take steps, do
little things that can help make a difference.
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We can turn off the lights when we leave a room, buy
energy efficient light bulbs and appliances, and we can
carpool to school or work. We can also look for ways to
live "carbon neutral" lives. I know that that's one of UM's
goals is to find ways to be more carbon neutral. I think
that's great.
I, myself, signed up for a program last September to offset
all of the plane flights I take from home to Washington and
back again. This will help establish a "carbon-neutral
footprint."
No matter what it is, I challenge each one of you to find at
least one thing you can do every day to help with global
warming.
Closing~
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak with all
of you. Good luck with your event tonight. And I commend
you for participating in this national event. I hope tonight
propels you all to do more events like this one.
Keep raising the awareness of global warming and
engaging others to find solutions. I know, by working
together we can start putting a dent in global warming and
start turning things around for the better. After all, we want
our children and our children's children to enjoy places like
the beauty of Glacier National Park for years to come,
which is such a vital part of our state's outdoor heritage.
All the best.
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